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PROTECTION OF
BIRDS AND ANIMALS

j
]

Some Notes on the Fauna Protection
Act, 1950

NQUIRIES are frequently received from farmers
Iprotected
concerning the birds and animals which are
in this State. It is pointed out t h a t
many Australian birds and animals are unique
from the naturalist point of view and are of considerable economic and scientific importance. Indiscriminate destruction can lead to a great deal
of h a r m and it is hoped t h a t farmers will assist
in protecting birds and animals which in many
cases assist in keeping down pests.

Fig. 1.—The Australian Bustard, or "wild
turkey" as it is more commonly called, is
fully protected.
These birds help the
farmer by consuming large numbers of
grasshoppers.

For example, recent surveys have disclosed t h a t the bustard or wild turkey
numbers have been reduced to a very low
level indeed in the southern and eastern
areas of the State, and only in the Kimberleys and part of the North-West pastoral country is this bird reasonably
plentiful.
The Agricultural Protection
Board, which administers the vermin control laws, is perturbed a t the dwindling
turkey population, as the wild turkey is
regarded as a most important factor in
controlling the grasshopper pest. Although
the wild turkey feeds largely on vegetable matter such as berries and seeds,
insects such as grasshoppers and beetles
form an important part of its diet.
The wild turkey has been fully protected throughout the State since 1935, and
its destruction by any means renders
n^'jtf*.4fc:
offenders liable to heavy penalties. The
T.\S- 2.—Because of its record as a lamb-killer, the Fisheries and Games Department, which
•vedge-tailed Eagle is not protected. Many people con- administers the Fauna Protection Act,
sider that it more than atones for the loss of an
occasional lamb by destroying large numbers of rabbits.
1950, is inclined to believe t h a t most of
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A number of birds are listed
under the latter heading,
mainly t h e species which do
damage to cereal crops or
fruit. The following are not
protected:—
Indian Turtledove
Senegal Turtledove
Black Cormorant
Goshawk
Collared Sparrowhawk
Wedge-tailed Eagle
Little Falcon
White-tailed Black
Cockatoo
Little Corella
Galah
Smoker Parrot
King Parrot
Port Lincoln Parrot or
"Twenty-Eight"
Budgerigar
Silvereye
Raven
Little Crow
Domestic Pigeon (gone
wild)
Goldfinch

Fig. 3.—The Black Swan is fully protected.

the illegal shooting is carried out by
people travelling through the country and
not by local farmers who, in general, are
keenly appreciative of the bird's good
qualities. The Department has decided
t h a t a determined effort will be made to
offenders, b u t owing to the large area
which will need to be patrolled t h e costop illegal shooting a n d to apprehend
operation of the general public is sought.
An appeal is therefore made to all country
dwellers and bird lovers generally to take
upon themselves the responsibility for
spreading t h e concept of protection for
the wild turkey a n d of sternly discouragi n g any tendency to regard it purely as a
g a m e bird.
UNPROTECTED BIRDS
CHILDREN'S PYTHON

Under the Act all birds and animals are
protected in all parts of the State with
t h e exception of those which are specifically declared to be not protected.

(Liasis childreni)

Fig. 4.—One of the harmless snakes, which subsists
largely on mice, this small python Is included on the
protected list.
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What's your
measure as
a Farmer?
GET THOSE
BUSHELLS
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Aerial Services

Yes, we ask you—what's YOUR
measure as a farmer? Maximum
crop yields or are you losing those
six extra bushels per acre? The
Amine Salt of 2, 4-D Weedicide
and David Grays Aerial Services
are helping farmers all over the
State to increase their income . . .
so why not you?

* BOOK DAVID GRAYS
* AERIAL
• SPRAYING
* SERVICE
* NOW!
David Grays Aerial Spraying and
Dusting Service is the soundest
proposition ever offered to the
"man on the land." Noxious weeds
and ravaging insects cost farmers
yearly, thousands of pounds in
crop damage and pasturage deterioration. Don't you be cheated out
of income . . . let David Grays
work with you.

The Amine Salt of 2, 4-D
Effectively Eradicates
* Cape Tulip
•*• Wild Radish
•k Wild Turnip

-k Double Gee
* Capeweed
* Dandelion

DAVID GRAY AND COMPANY LIMITED
10 RAILWAY PARADE, WEST PERTH—BA 2266
Please m e n t i o n t h e "Journal of Agriculture, W . A . , " w h e n writing to advertisers
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Complete
crop
protection
1 | There is a proven
H| for every
pest
\

Neptune
and

spray
disease.

NEPTUNE WHITE SPRAYING OIL

For the control of red and other scale
pests of Citrus, Codl ing Moth and Light
Brown Apple Moth (in combination
with lead arsenate), Red Spider, Mites,
etc., on Apples and Pears.

|i|
|

NEPTUNE PALSOL

For control of Red Mite, San Jose
Scale, Woolly Aphid, etc.
j

NEPTUNE RED SPRAYING OIL

For the control of Red Mite, San Jose
Scale, Woolly Aphid, etc
|

NEPTUNE CLARIFOL

For semi-dormant control of Red Mite,
San Jose Scale, etc. Is also a spreader
and sticker.
|

NEPTUNE APHIDOL

For the control of both Green and Black
Peach Aphid and Black Cherry Aphid.
|

NEPTUNE FIRMSTEM

Prevents pre-harvest drop ot Apples
and Pears.

|1||
|

NEPTUNE D.D.T. DISPERSIBLE POWDER

For the control of Codling Moth, etc.

W H E N TO SPRAY

Follow tbeinformation
in tbe Neptune Spray
Calendar Advertisements published in
your local Newspaper.

|||

NEPTUNE LIME SULPHUR SOLUTION

For the control of Black Spot of Apple
and Pear, Vine Erinose and other fungicidal diseases

*
ORDERING SUPPLIES

Order your requirements from your local
Neptunt
Agent.

NEPTUNE

OIL

NEPTUNE
Oldest
Manufacturers
Marketers
of Spraying
in
Australia.

5
CO. PTY.

LTD.

(Incorporated in

and
Oils

N.S.W.)

Please mention the "Journal ol Agriculture, W.A.," when writing to advertis
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Pig. 5.—The "racehorse goanna'
is another reptile that is pro
tected by the Act.

UNPROTECTED ANIMALS
Practically all native animals are protected with the exception of the following, all of which are recognised as being
harmful in some way or other:—
Spotted Native Cat (Chuditch)
Wambenger
Red Kangaroo (Marloo).
Hill Kangaroo (Euro or Biggada), except t h e form occurring on Barrow
Island.

Jungle Kangaroo (Sand Wallaby)
Rabbit
Black R a t (Tree or Ship R a t )
Brown Rat
Mouse
Domestic Cat (gone wild)
Wild Dog (Dingo)
Pox
Gould Flying-fox
Pigmy Fruit-bat.
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Fig. 6.—Map showing the area in which the Grey Kangaroo is protected.
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Certain birds, such as wild ducks, can
hardly be said to be of any great value to
agriculture, but in such cases an endeavour has been made to maintain a
reasonable balance between the needs of
agriculture and the needs of conservation
by the proclamation of open and close
seasons. Such seasons operate for a few
traditional sporting birds in addition to
certain non-sporting varieties, but it
must be emphasised that the penalties for
taking such birds in a close season are
just as severe as those for taking fully
protected species.

power with

REPTILES
To most people a snake is a reptile
which is killed on sight. Quite a number
of snakes are harmless and even fulfil a
useful purpose by killing mice. These
harmless snakes are the Carpet snakes
and various species of python.
Goannas, Bob-tail lizards, Frilled lizards
and Slender snake lizards are among the
protected reptiles, the list of which also
includes the Rock python, the Brown
Rock python, the Children python, the
Black-headed python and the Carpet
snake.

Diesel

•jc For economical and unfailing performance choose for every
prime mover on your property the reliable and easy-to-start
DEUTZ air-cooled Diesel engine. The Deutz range covers every
possible power requirement . . . .spare parts always available
. . . . the Deutz air-cooled Diesels are extremely easy to run
and maintain. You'll reap dividends from your investment
in Deutz!
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iMwm
Diesel Air-Cooled Stationary Engines
Full Details from Factory Representatives
Deutz Plant and Equipment (Aust.) Pry. Ltd.

504 BRIDGE ROAD, RICHMOND, E.l, VIC.
Phones: JB3093 JB 3969
Telegrams: "Deutzmotor" Melbourne

•k F o r electrical
generators
milking machines..
saws .. pumps . . for
every power need!
8 h.p. to 230 h.p.
Interchangeable
separate
cylinder
and piston assemblies used throughout the complete
Deutz range.
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